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Science Fair Project

Results
A graph is another way to organize your data.  There are many types of graphs.  You will use either a line graph or a bar graph. Choose the graph that clearly presents your data.
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A line graph is used to show how something changes over time.  The  x-axis (horizontal) has numbers for the time period and the 
y-axis (vertical) has numbers for what is being measured.  
It illustrates how two pieces of information are related and 
how they vary depending on one another.  


Example:  Time vs. Distance 

The more time you have, the further you can run.  There is a direct relationship.
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A bar graph is used to compare items.  It compares a particular characteristic of 2 or more items.  There is no direct 

relationship between the variables.


Example:  Which Paper Towel Holds the Most Water?

There is no direct relationship between the types of paper towels or the number of trials.
Creating a Chart/Graph with Microsoft Word
Creating a Bar Graph

1. Open a new Word document.

2. Go to the top menu and click on “Insert.”  Scroll down to “Picture” then click on “Chart.”

3. A pre-made chart will appear on your document along with a new window entitled Document 1 Datasheet
4. In the datasheet window, you need to enter your data. What you label the columns (A, B, C, D, etc) will appear on the x-axis (horizontal).  The labels for the rows (1, 2, 3, etc) will appear as the bars on the graph.  The y-axis (vertical) will change automatically as you change the data.
5. Every graph needs a title and labeled axis.  Go to the top menu and click on “Chart.”  Then select “Chart Options.”

6. The first box on the left is where you will type in your title. The next box is where you label your x-axis and the last box is your y-axis.

FOLLOW THESE STEPS IF YOU WANT TO COPY IT TO ANOTHER DOCUMENT;

7. Once you are satisfied with your graph, click on the word document.  Then on the graph itself.  Go to the top menu and click on “Edit.”  Then select “Copy.”  

8. Go to the other document.  

9. Go to the top menu and click on “Edit.”  Then select “Paste.”

Creating a Line Graph
1. Follow steps 1-6 above.  

2. Go to the top menu and click on “Chart.”  Then select “Chart Type.”

3. On the left side, change it from “bar” to “line.”  Then select which type of line graph you would like.
***TO EDIT YOUR GRAPH AT ANY TIME, JUST DOUBLE CLICK ON THE GRAPH AND YOUR DATA TABLE WILL APPEAR***
This is an example of what a final copy of your results (bar graph) should look like! 
    RESULTS 
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OR…This is an example of what a final copy of your results (line graph) should look like! 
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Science Fair Project

Explanation of Results

You also need to have a written explanation of your results and graph.  Your explanation should include the following;

· Describe what happened before, during, and after your experiment.  Look for trends or patterns.
· Discuss your averages.

· Explain any inconsistent data.

At this point in your paper, you are NOT drawing any conclusions.  You are strictly talking about the data and what happened during your experiment.
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